THE PAST, PRESENT, AND UNCERTAIN FUTURE OF PRESIDENTIAL RECORDS
Archivists contributed vigorously and intelligently to these discus sions. They lobbied effectively, built useful coalitions with various research constituencies, and played an important role in presenting complex issues to general audiences. In the process, archivists also learned much about what unites them as a profession. They dis covered that archival perspectives do matter in profound ways, that records issues can resonate with both press and public, and that their unique insights can make significant contributions to a democratic cultural discourse. This appeared to be an ideal time to The Past, Present, and Uncertain Future of Presidential Records probe deeply into these recent issues and generate some profes sional debate. Giuliani had signed a Christmas Eve agreement with the city that appar ently allowed him to have unprecedented control over his public papers.
Giuliani convinced the former Commissioner of Records and Information
Services to box up his mayoral papers and transfer them to a high security storage facility in the borough of Queens known as The Fortress.
He then incorporated a private organization to manage his archival affairs and retained the right to contract with a private consulting firm to arrange and describe the material. The former mayor hoped to create a center for studying urban affairs at a major research institution, with his papers forming the core archival collection. Giuliani's administration had The Past, Present, and Uncertain Future of Presidential Records Table board , which played a leading role in the lobbying efforts, included Ira Galtman, Amy Surak, Gunnar Berg, Joseph Komljenovich, Richard Wandel, Mindy Gordon, and Marianne LoBatto. Linde, who works as the archivist for the American Civil Liberties Union, broadened the core coalition to include archivist Teresa Mora; Norman Siegel, former executive director of the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) who at the time functioned as a private civil rights attorney; Donna Lieberman, executive director of the NYCLU; Art Eisenberg, legal director of the NYCLU; and Beth Haroules, staff attorney at the NYCLU. Andy Lanset, archivist for WNYC radio, also prepared a broadcast program concerning the transfer of the Giuliani papers. On the Gotham Center, which presents a variety of public programming concerning New York City history, consult the following Web site: http://www.gothamcenter.org. The Past, Present, and Uncertain Future of Presidential Records 
